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New Mobility Partnerships, Publication date: 26 February 2009 

 

  

This project, organized by the National Journal in Washington DC has as its objective to provide a certain 
number of ideas, leads and challenges from an expert international perspective for the new transportation 
team of the Obama administration.  Some first contextual information on the National Journal program, along 
with background on the work and approach of the ad hoc network which brings together the international 
collaborators who kindly contributed to this report, will be found below. (All following links clickable.) 

 
National Journal Transportation Panel 

1. How To Write The Next Transportation Bill?  
2. How Should The Infrastructure Stimulus Be Spent?  
3. Has Mass Transit Finally Arrived?  
4. What Are Ray LaHood's Biggest Challenges?  
5. What Does $1.67 Gasoline Mean For The Future?  
6. Does Earmark-Free Mean Pork-Free? Or Worthwhile?  
7. How Would You Improve The Stimulus Bill?  
8. What Can We Learn About Transportation From Beyond Our Borders?  
9. How are we going to pay for it? 

The New Mobility Partnerships 
 

1. Reinventing transportation: Strategies and constraints  
2. Networking and collaboration 
3. New mobility media 
4. Messages for America 
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START 
 
The National Journal Transportation Panel 
 
Immediately after the US elections in November, the National Journal in Washington, DC took the unusual 
step of creating a policy blog in which they have invited a couple dozen "leading transportation insiders" (in 
their words) to get together  in order to provide counsel and guidelines to the transportation team of the 
incoming Obama administration. You can read all about it at http://transportation.nationaljournal.com.  
 
The idea is that each week the editors invite panel members to respond to a specific and they believe timely 
question, in the hope that some interesting ideas will appear there and as a result make their way into the 
discussions and considerations of the incoming team at the Department of Transportation, and anyone else 
who may be in a position to influence transportation policy and decision-making in Washington or in any 
state, city, agency or group anywhere in the United States.  
 
The initial round of topics asked for comments and leads on such matters as: how to write the next 
transportation bill; how should the infrastructure stimulus be spent; what about mass transit prospects; to 
what should the incoming Secretary be giving priority attention ; how to handle cheap/expensive gas prices, 
and then just last week on to the question to which this document is addressed, learning from abroad. 

 
To my mind this is a great opportunity for policymakers and others concerned to make some much-needed 
course changes in the way that transportation issues are being dealt with in the States.  The US continues to 
be a poor performer in most transportation categories when compared with the leading countries, many of 
whom are in Western Europe. But there are others who are doing considerably better even of their economic 
circumstances are not nearly as advanced as those prevailed in the United States.  This, I as an American, 
find both embarrassing, and as a transportation policy professional line entirely unnecessary. 
 
It is fair to say that in the States today we suffer from  a very real knowledge deficit in our sector, and with 
that a serious, often debilitating performance deficit.  On the positive side we have a new administration with 
a smart team, high ethics and high commitment to doing not just more of the same, but much better.  It is in 
this climate of need and hope that my international colleagues and I have put our heads and hearts together 
to share the following thoughts and guidelines with you. 
 
The international call for ideas and contributions 
 
On Monday, January 26 the National Journal's expert panel was asked to gather their best thoughts on "what 
America can learn about transportation from beyond our borders".  I personally preferred the original more 
informal question that I felt was highly evocative and which reads as follows: 
 

“We Americans often think of ourselves as sitting at the very top of the social, economic, 
technological, entertainment, and political pyramid.  After all, we invented human flight, the Super 
Bowl, the Interstate Highway, the transcontinental railroad, and Rock ‘n’ Roll.  But perhaps we’re not 
as advanced as we like to think.  Perhaps innovations in transportation, land use, and energy 
consumption are much more evenly distributed around the world than we ever thought possible.  
Indeed, perhaps America is closer to the middle or bottom of the pyramid when it comes to 
transportation investments.  What lessons can America learn from the rest of the world in terms of 
transportation developments that are safe, efficient, cost-effective, and sustainable?” 

 
As soon as I read it I, surely like most of the others on the panel, immediately wanted to hunker down to 
prepare my best thoughts on the subject.  But as I was sweating out the details, it suddenly occurred to me 
that because of the way my work is organized, I had a unique opportunity to report on this far more usefully 
than in my own words.  All it would take would be for me to step back and find a way to offer this bully pulpit 
in some efficient way to the hundreds of colleagues in countries around the world with whom we have 
worked regularly and exchanged ideas and materials over the years on just these matters under the New 
Mobility Agenda collaborative program – leaving it to  them to tell you in their own words what THEY have to 
share with us all on this subject.  So I thought, why not just get out of the way and turn the floor over to them. 
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What is this report? 
 
To get the ball rolling I immediately drafted a round-robin email inviting each of my distinguished colleagues 
– male and female, young and old, plugged in or trying to break in, Left and Right, North and South  -- to 
submit (a) a single idea or concept (b) of  up to “250 concise words” of background and explanation (which 
incidentally more than half of them gaily ignored, this being I understand the price of creativity), along with (c) 
one or two URL references to help those readers wishing to dig further.  Thus far as you will see here more 
than fifty have already piled in with contributions.  
 
To be perfectly honest this is not such an easy read.  It kind of reminds me of traffic on a holiday weekend as 
large numbers of people with different agendas compete for road space to make their way to wherever it is 
they want to go.  If you do not have a taste for traffic you are not going to be comfortable here.   
 
Moreover you will see that there is great variety in what you will find here. And as the person who has 
undertaken to organize this widely varied collection , I have to say that just because they appear here does 
not mean that I necessarily concur with every point being made.  I can say however that every point that is 
brought up here is a competitor for your my mental space that is worth serious consideration.  In fact for my 
part I find more than 90% of the points brought up here by my international colleagues right on target.  You 
will have your own views on this so for now let me just step out of the way and let you get to it 
 
I hope that this will be read by students, activists, transportation user groups of wide range of types and 
places, city leaders, people working in government and transportation agencies, the media, and certainly by 
as many young (and less young ) people working at DOT in Washington and the other agencies that are 
there to provide counsel and help for government policy in light of the to be a very important area. 
 
There is a strong consensus among international transportation experts that it is extremely important that the 
US turn their boat around on these issues: not only all for all those in America who live, work, try to learn, 
and are asked to pay their taxes for a high quality transportation system.  That after all is what they vote for.  
But there is also the fact that ,like it or not, America has created the basic template in terms of transportation 
policy and practice that countries around the world have followed for years, more often than not on automatic 
pilot.  But we are seeing that there is a lot that is wrong with this model, so it is time to reinvent transportation 
in America.  Which of course is what this project is all about. 
 
One of the most interesting things about our sector is that of all of the areas of activity which are creating 
large-scale environmental and social impacts, this one, transportation, is by far the easiest for us to face and 
fix.  But it does require a genuine desire to do so, true intellectual curiosity, willingness to listen and learn 
from all points of view, high energy levels, and a capacity for synthesis and communications.  And if you 
don’t really like people and children, well you just don’t belong here.  ;-) 
 
 The Journal of World Transport Policy and Practice  – Special Edition 
 
It is our intention to publish a carefully edited and expanded version of this report as a Special Edition of the 
journal in spring 2009, provisionally under the title "The New Mobility Agenda: Messages from the World".  
There will be a total of 100 hundred open slots for ideas and entries in the print version, no more, so we 
anticipate an agreeable jostling to ensure that they best ideas are the ones that make it to the finish line.  In 
this way the fruit of our collaborative work will be widely and freely available to all who need or interested to 
read it.  So if in the coming months you have any ideas for additional entries, suggestions for changes or 
improvements, you are invited to make them known to us by e-mail, phone, Skype, or a visit to Paris.  This 
will give me a chance to show you how simple shared bicycle system can transform a city. Your city? 
 
Eric Britton 
Paris France 
February  2009 
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Message from Australia 
 

Slowing down 

 
 
 
Slower speed influences most other strategies that aim to be safe, efficient, cost-effective, and sustainable. 
 
The USA led the world in encouraging faster car travel with interstates and urban freeways speeding trips 
with apparent benefits for trucks and buses i.e. freight, human or otherwise. Did the USA not foresee the 
"induced" effects?  
  
The USA led the world in consumer marketing aka making a product or service more desirable to increase 
sales. But not travel by car?  
  
The USA apparently led in inducing increased use of cars ... and trucks and buses ... and then aircraft for 
longer regional trips. Why? 
  
It led building more road capacity including projects said to "reduce congestion" ... a concept still "recycled" 
by proponents of major road projects worldwide. Why? 
  
Did any projects reduce congestion? Did most induce traffic?  
 
The USA also demonstrated the efficiency of urban and long (passenger and freight) rail journeys. These 
were not seen as efficient or fast enough. Why? 
 
Has the USA forgotten it showed us slower traffic is safer and more fuel efficient? 
  
Remember those stats from the 1970s oil shortages?  Speeds were reduced - and fuel consumption reduced 
and numbers of people killed or seriously injured. Speed limits were again increased - fuel use increased and 
fatalities and injuries. Why? 
 
Did the USA assume considering consequences irrational to economic growth and international influence?  
 
What if the Obama administration implemented a national commitment to slower travel and safe walking and 
cycling? Would people change travel patterns? 
  
Could the Obama administration then spend more road funds on improving public transport, walking and/or 
cycling?  
  
Why not? 
 
 
Michael Yeates, michael@yeatesit.biz 
Public Transport Alliance  
Brisbane Australia 
 

* Click to Contents  
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Message from Australia 
 

Four messages from Western Australia 

 
 
There are four messages we can share with you based on some of our best experiences in recent years:. 
 

1. Building fast trains to the car dependent outer sub urbs will work .  
The US city has almost no transit going to its outer areas where people are heavily car dependent. 
The sub-prime mortgage areas most hit by the oil crisis were in these areas. They are highly 
vulnerable now. Most transport experts say you can’t build rail to these low density areas so buses 
only are provided and few of these services work competitively. Perth built a fast train 80 kms south 
through such suburbs and it now carries 55,000 passengers a day when the buses in the corridor 
carried just 14,000. It is full at peak time. The train has a max speed of 130 kph and can outstrip the 
cars down the freeway where it runs. Most US cities have freeway space that could be used for such 
trains.  
Ref: See Newman P, Beatley T and Boyer H (2009) ‘Resilient Cities: Responding to Peak Oil and 
Climate Change’, Island press, Washington DC. 
 

2. TravelSmart is a successful travel demand managemen t system .  
It was pioneered in Perth. It has gone across Australia and to the UK and is being trialed in 4 US 
cities. It works as an individualized marketing approach rather than a broad media approach. Eco-
coaches are trained to go into people’s houses and help them to use their cars less. They 
concentrate on short local journeys which can be better done by walking and cycling which in most 
areas surveyed increase by around 30% with car use less by around 15%.  
Ref. See Salzman R (2008) ‘Now that’s what I call intelligent transport’, Thinking Highways, 3(1)  

 
3. Regional planning to ensure regional transit sys tems and associated TODS.   

Transit Oriented Developments have begun to work well in US cities but they are scattered rather 
than in coherent corridors, rather like the transit systems which sometimes defy rationality in the 
routes they take. This is because regional planning is weak in US cities. The MPO system could be 
strengthened as in Denver and Portland where coherent regional solutions are now happening. 
Australian cities, and Perth in particular, has strong regional governance on its transit and land use 
planning. It works. 
Ref. See http://citistates.com/peirce/ and also Resilient Cities as above. 
 

4. Renewable transport through electric vehicles an d smart grids will green private transport. 
Even if all the above works cities will only reduce their car use by 50% at most. The rest needs to be 
greened too. The Li-ion battery has enabled plug-in electric vehicles to rapidly become the vehicle of 
choice. It is essential that these are introduced by linking them to renewable power and a smart grid 
to enable 100% renewable energy to power the city through the storage capacity of the electric 
vehicles. This technology is part of the green economy but will only happen if a clear policy is 
developed to encourage it as in the Better Place model in Israel, Denmark, Brisbane, Melbourne and 
Sydney and in a new demonstration suburb called North port Quay in Perth. 
Ref. See our paper ‘Renewable Transport’ on www.sustainability.curtin.edu.au/publications. 

 
Peter Newman, P.Newman@curtin.edu.au 
Curtin University 
Perth, Western Australia 
 

* Click to Contents  
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Message from Canada 
  
 It’s all about choice. 
 
  
It has taken a century of building almost exclusively for the car to get us to our current dilemma.  It will take 
some considerable time to achieve long-term solutions.  Ultimately, they can only be found in the way we 
build our cities.  We will have to establish virtuous cycles to offset the vicious ones, where success leads to 
more success.   
  
There is no single solution.  Top-down planning can never be comprehensive enough or flexible enough.  
Give people enough transportation options and they can by and large work out their own solutions.  That in 
turn is dependent on the design and integration of land-use and transportation choices. 
  
Ideally, people should have at least five choices - feet, bike, transit, taxi/carsharing and personal vehicle - 
and the ability to mix and match them appropriate to the kind of trip and the circumstances faced.  The 
combinations and the mix make it all work. 
  
The trip is only a few blocks?  Walking is best.  It's raining?  Grab a taxi.  The trip is around five kilometers?  
Cycling may be the faster alternative.  Going to a town centre in the suburbs?  Try transit.  Heading out of 
town?  Train, perhaps - or car.  Yes, the car is perfectly appropriate for many trips, but not all.  Once the car 
is used less frequently, needs may be met more affordably by a car sharing or the occasional rental, with 
considerable savings.  
  
Of course, the provision of alternatives assumes a city designed around more than the car - and a citizenry 
comfortable with the choices.  In the end, the answers are found in the plans we have to implement.  
Concentrate growth.  Build complete communities.  Provide transportation choice.   
  
But to do so, we will first have to be aware of the impediments to success, rooted in the unrealistic beliefs 
and assumptions we have associated with the success of the car.  
 
  
Gordon Price, pricetags@shaw.ca 
Director of the City Program, Simon Fraser University, http://www.pricetags.ca/ 
Vancouver, Canada 
 
 

* Click to Contents  
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Message from France: 
 
Paris’s Vélib’:  Try carsharing with bicycles 

 
 

While America has certainly join the international the group with the industrialization of carsharing with Zipcar 
and numerous other initiatives, it has not fully embraced the sharing approach of other mobility tools. In 
France, there has been a recent surge in  developing bike sharing on a big scale with nearly twenty large 
and medium-sized cities operating public bicycle sharing system.  Washington DC is to date the only 
operating program with a small pilot project, SmartBikeDC with 10 locations, 100 bikes, and service 16 hours 
a day.  By comparison, Paris offers 20,000 bikes at nearly 1 500  locations, 24/7.  (Did I hear someone say 
"Old Europe"?) 
 
The programs have generally been a huge popular success, more than 200 000 Parisians having subscribed 
a yearly subscription.  The effects on mobility have shown a steep increase in general bicycle usage in Paris 
(+68% yearly in 2007) generated both by usage of the program but also by people starting using their private 
bike as well (+35% sales). Although habits are longer to change (7% only of people have switched from 
driving to cycling on average), the effect is undeniable. 
 
The keys for success and lessons to be learned are few and simple: 
 

·  Don’t be shy : experience has shown that successful programs rely on a big network with dense 
coverage (Paris for instance aims at offering a location every 300 meters) 

·  Keep it simple and cheap : offer the first 30 minutes free for each trip as part of the subscription, 
with no limit as per the numbers of trips. Yearly subscription is 29 euros $39. 

·  Don’t reinvent the wheel : make the biggest use  of best practices, use recognized operators that 
have the expertise. 

·  Be smart about financing it : in Paris and several other European cities, the service is provided 
through a public-private partnership.  But bike sharing is still an infant industry, and there are many 
different business plans yet to be explored.  Make sure you explore them. 

·  Integrate it in the overall city mobility package o f services : in Paris, for example, it is possible to 
use the same physical pass to get access to buses, trams, Metro's, and the shared bikes.  Surely 
there will be a link to the city's fast-growing private Carshare operators. 
 

These initiatives are having a big instant impact on the mobility in our cities, but also cast a very positive light 
on the city for visitors, making it an additional incentive for tourists to visit. 
 
 When will we be able to bike share in Central Park? You decide! 
 
URL: 

http://www.en.velib.paris.fr/comment_ca_marche 
http://www.citybike.newmobility.org 
http://www.streetfilms.org/archives/velib 
 

 
Julien Chantefort, julien.chantefort@gmail.com 
Autolibre, www.autolibre.com 
Paris, France 

* Click to Contents  
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Message from France: 
 
The Greening of Paris – The Paris Mobility Plan: 
 
- xx following from the PDU  in draft note form for now Author being sought xx 
 
 
1. Act on air quality and public health 
Car traffic is the principal cause of quality of life degradation in the capital. In the many parts of the city, the 
population is exposed to levels of CO2 (primarily generated by cars) that significantly exceed EU and WHO 
standards. 
 
2. Improve mobility for all 
The right to mobility is a fundamental entitlement and each Parisian should be able to move freely in and 
around their city, without regard to economic status, eventual personal handicaps, or social or family 
situation. 
 
3. Make the city a more beautiful and agreeable place in which to live 
ver. 2.2 of 25 Sept. 07 Reinventing Transport in Cities: The New Mobility Collaborator Workpad 6 of 18 
The Mobility Plan for Paris (PDP) fixes among its principal objectives the sharing of public space equally 
among the different users, so that each can move about in comfort and security. Our public spaces and 
streets are equally an element of the city’s landscape, and all projects and actions should stress improved 
quality of life and the greening of the city. 
 
4. Encourage economic vitality. 
Transport is a determining factor in the economic vitality of the city. Enterprises and employees have an 
essential role to play in the better mastering of the mobility environment. Commerce, artisanry, tourist 
activities . . . solutions must be put into place to facilitate all these activities and to reduce the negative 
impacts involved. 
 
5. Reinforce regional solidarity 
Each day some 900.00 suburban residents come to Paris to work, while 300,000 Parisians travel to work in 
outlying areas. Government agencies at all levels must come together to face the major challenges involved 
in terms of equal access for all, equity and the fight against pollution, as well as reinforcing the efforts to 
preserve the quality of the urban landscape. 
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Message from the Global South 
 
 
Learning from the developing countries 
 
 
The United States can definitely learn from developing cities, especially from their high quality 
implementations with scarce resources. Some examples include: 

 
- The Bus Rapid Transit  systems developed in various cities in Colombia, Brazil, and other 
countries of the developing world, which have been able to accomplish the same or higher 
performance than rail systems at a 10% of the cost or less. 
 
- High quality bikeways , which have made urban transport something more inclusive for all, 
especially the lower income population  
 
- Automobile restrictions , some of which have been as easy as implementing a well-designed 
automobile restriction such as pico y placa (odd/even car entry restrictions) in Bogotá, where 
planning of the measure was able to reduce congestion in 40% with almost no investment and 
absolutely no infrastructure development. 

 
In general, these measures have not only improved urban transport per se, but have reduced externalities (in 
health, emissions, energy expenditure, livability, and quality of life in general) and have provided a more 
manageable land use scenario. 
 
Carlosfelipe Pardo, Project Coordinator, carlosfpardo@gmail.com  
GTZ - Proyecto de Transporte Sostenible (SUTP, SUTP-LAC) 
Bogota, Colombia 
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Message from the Netherlands 
 
Shared Space - Shared Knowledge  
 
During the last decades civic life more and more was considered fundamentally incompatible with the 
movement of motorized traffic. Therefore planners, architects and engineers were appointed to segregate 
motor vehicles from pedestrian movement and social activities wherever possible. Segregation of the built 
environment into "highway" and "public realm" became the central dogma of traffic design across the 
Western world. The pedestrian zone, the underpass, the defined children's play area and the pedestrian 
barrier are all legacies of this segregation policy. 
 
When faced with a safety problem, most engineers tend to install something additional. Shared Space by 
contrast is about taking something away: signs, signals, barriers, kerbs and road markings. But can we do 
without them? Yes, experience shows that we can! But only if we emphasize the surroundings and 
deliberately integrate drivers into the social and cultural world of the town or village. 
 
To give an example: In the industrial town of Drachten, a busy intersection handling over 22.000 cars, buses 
and trucks a day has been transformed by making a simple roundabout an integral part of the town's public 
realm. By encouraging human activity close to the junction and relying on communication rather than 
conventional pedestrian signals and signs, traffic queues appeared to have diminished, safety appears to 
have improved, and a busy piece of highway has become a lively and distinctive part of the urban fabric. 
The heart of the matter is to leave space over to people. Safety and proper behaviour can be effectively 
modified through social and cultural messages, rather than through legislation and standards imposed by the 
state. It builds on our capacity to co-operate and to take responsibility. 
 
All over the world this device became known as Shared Space. 
 
However, Shared Space is more than just a set of design principles. It answers the question emerging from 
public organisations, authorities, private companies and residents: how to use our landscape and 
streetscape values to facilitate the kind of development we desire: contributing to quality of life, regional 
prosperity, distinctiveness and sustainability. 
 
Shared Space is based upon the dynamic process of interactions between people - professionals as well as 
laymen - to exchange existing perspectives as a basis of knowledge creation, and thus it opened up the 
completely new knowledge domain of consilient planning. 
 
Recently, in the North of the Netherlands the Shared Space Institute was founded. It will support all those 
who are responsible in politics, business and education in their efforts to open up our current frames of 
knowledge in order to realise a paradigm shift towards creating a unifying concept in policy making, in 
planning and in practical implementation. 
 
URL: http://www.sharedspace.eu  
 
Sabine Lutz, s.lutz@sharedspace.eu 
Shared Space Institute 
Drachten, The Netherlands  

* Click to Contents  



N a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A d v i s o r y  P a n e l   
 

N e w  m o b i l i t y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o l l ea g u e s    |  P a g e  4 5   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from Slovenia 
 
 
The Culture of Mobility 
 
What message could a private citizen, an engineer no less, from a small city of a country with barely two 
million inhabitants send to the Secretary of Transportation of the United States of America?  Happily, there is 
more to transport and social policy than mere size.  So if you decide to continue reading, I may have a 
modest message for you after all. 
 
This evening, 6 February 2009, an interesting event will take place in my city.  A thematic event has been 
organized, dedicated to the "Culture of Mobility".  In this we want to show (again) at the culture of mobility 
and the culture of the city are one and the same. 
 
Maribor, my beautiful city, the second-largest in Slovenia, is to become the cultural capital of Europe in 2012.  
Today's event will start with a documentary film to open up the perspectives of transportation decision-
makers in the city of New York, "Contested Streets: a Mobility Tour of Four Great World Cities".  "Contested" 
takes its point of departure the old habit of automatically building new infrastructure for cars every time a 
traffic problem arose.  The world-famous and world-practiced "forecast and build" culture 
 
This one-hour film shows very clearly what makes the difference between cities where one would like to live, 
and those where one has to survive. (If you have not seen it, you can catch a trailer for it at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEcJnZtBQy8&feature=channel_page   you can order the DVD from the 
New York transportation alternatives group at http://www.transalt.org .  Recommended.)   
 
But in any city, anywhere in the world, you are going to find very similar people on each side of this classic 
debate: on the one hand those with long-practiced, straight forward but mostly unsustainable ideas.  And 
those with a more thoughtful vision of sustainable prosperity.  
 
When it comes to deciding between the two the real difference lies in the consciousness of the decision 
makers.  Which ultimately determines the path a city takes in its evolution.  
 
Thinking about traffic problems, transportation and mobility eventually brings us to thinking about the culture 
of a community. And then further down to the question of the quality of life and to the basic values of life. If 
you know the difference between a car and a bicycle, then you know what I mean. If not, try a bicycle. So, is 
there anything in this message you didn't know already?  Probably not. But it's good to know there are 
people with similar visions all around the globe, isn't it. 
 
URL 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEcJnZtBQy8&feature=channel_page 
http://www.e2-series.com/, click Webcast, then Paris 

 
Dr. Danijel Rebolj, danijel@rebolj.si 
Vice-dean, University of Maribor, Faculty of Civil Engineering 
Maribor, Slovenia 
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Message from Sweden 
 
The key is density 
 
We can argue for public bikes, carsharing, metro, light-rail or whatever – it will never work if we don’t have 
good density of people. My limited experience of the US tells me that where they have transport problems 
they lack density. This means putting a stop urban sprawl and build more dense. When this shift has begun 
the next step is to build subways/metros. Then the dense centers will appear around the stations (old 
fashioned!). Combined with a strong law of urban planning the rest will come by itself.  
 
Hmm, what’s the clue then? A strong law for dense planning? A high carbon tax? A system to enforce the 
implementation of better solutions? Yes, that’s the trinity they need! There are good examples of the first in 
France, GB, Holland.  
 
Sweden is perhaps best on the second topic and have had a nice go on the third, called “Climate Investment 
Program”.  Here are a few: 
 

·  http://www.naturvardsverket.se/en/In-English/Menu/Legislation-and-other-policy-
instruments/Environmental-instruments/Four-kinds-of-instruments/Economic-
instruments/Environmental-taxes-and-charges/  
 

·  http://www.naturvardsverket.se/en/In-English/Menu/Legislation-and-other-policy-
instruments/Economic-instruments/Investment-Programmes/Climate-Investment-Programmes-
Klimp/  

 
You see, there’s never only one solution.  
 
Per Schillander, National expert- Car-Sharing/ Car-Pooling/Ride-Sharing, per.schillander@vv.se 
Swedish Road Administration 
Gothenburg, Sweden 
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Message from Switzerland 
 
 
Learn from the best European practices 
 
 
Dear Eric, all my thanks for your hard work. I have often been in the States, also out in the countryside. What 
strikes me is the extent to which it is almost impossible to move without a car, so there is a big effort to be 
made in the culture. (Why do Americans love to be for example in Switzerland and Europe using public 
transport?)  
 
Therefore, it is not only a question of education - and culture change --but also a question of the economics; 
 
Some ideas of a mobility change drawing for from the best of what we have learned to do in Switzerland and 
in Europe: 

 
· Teach children how to use public transport in the early beginning of school 
 

· Every month everyone should chose at least one carless day  
 

· The price of gasoline has to be much higher (especially for big energy consumers - cars) 
 

· All parking needs to be charged for at least at full market price 
 

· Decisions makers and politicos have to go by foot, bicycle or public transport on a regular basis, as 
opinion leaders 
 

· Some urban motorways, avenidas have to be closed every Sunday and reserved for cycling, 
walking, skating, and as free public space 
 

· US transport and land use planers and experts have to participate in workshops and seminars in 
Europe, including for example. In Switzerland  
 

· Try to help people in rural and low density areas to have non-car alternatives 
 

· The network of busses, trams and trains has to be 100% reinvented, and have to be properly 
subsidized by the state!, 
 

· The price of transit tickets have to be reduced, affordable transit passes issued to all 
 

· There is a big need of more and deeper cooperation between the public and the governments ( 
democratization) 
 

· Understand that mobility is a basic need. "Mobility for all" should be the objective of government 
policy 

 
Peter Hotz, peter.hotz@metron.ch 
Metron Verkehrsplanung AG 
Brugg Switzerland 
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Message from the United Kingdom 
 
 
Nurture and value cycling and walking 
 
 
Writing from the United Kingdom perspective and 30 years of work in transportation including working in 
Germany, India, China, Australia and a dozen other countries the most important thing to nurture and value 
is the cyclist and the pedestrian.  These modes of transport bring significant multiple benefits including 
reducing car use for short journeys, reducing health damaging air pollution especially PM10/PM2.5, reducing 
greenhouse gases, reducing obesity, increasing physical and psychological well-being and increasing 
community support, cohesion and friendliness.  It’s also cheap to do.   
 
The main things to do are to civilize motorized traffic with a  strictly enforced 20 mph speed limit in all 
residential areas, build segregated high quality walking and cycle routes that connect places people want to 
visit, make sure there is a supportive environment for all local facilities and services (shops, doctors, cafes, 
public offices, work places, post offices), plant millions of trees, de-commission 25% of car parking spaces 
and replace with children’s play areas and parks.  High quality places that reward the pedestrian and cyclists 
will reconnect people with each other and with nature and with happiness and willingly and enthusiastically.   
 
The missing ingredient (so far) is political will and the USA now has the big chance to rediscover this vital 
ingredient. 
 
 
Professor John Whitelegg - j.whitelegg@btinternet.com 
Founder and editor in chief of Journal of World Transport Policy & Practice 
Stockholm Environment institute, University of York (UK) 
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Message from the United States of America  
 
From countries with better safety records that the U.S., we can learn that: 
 
 

·  Residential streets should have maximum speed limits of 20 mph (presently states have minimum 
speed limits of 25 mph or 30 mph). (EUROPE) 
 

·  Woonerf (living street) programs should be considered, where the street is a safe place for kids to 
play (again). (NETHERLANDS & UK) 
 

·  Enforcement should be at 3 mph over the limit, not 10 mph as is common across the country.  We 
presently provide this lenience meaning that the effective speed limit is 35 mph for a 25 mph 
residential street.  LIDAR (Laser RADAR) accuracy enables 1 mph-over enforcement. (Scandinavia) 

·  Urban highways standards should be different than the other highway standards--they should be 
designed without wide shoulders, but with artificially imposed speed limits of 50 mph.  This enables 
reducing the cost of maintenance retrofits & replacements.  (Scandinavia/Europe) 
 

·  We should support a car-free core pilot program for cities that want to venture into that realm.  
(Switzerland) 
 

·  The enormous externalized costs of the transportation system should be reviewed with routine 
Health Impact Assessments for new projects -- directed by the CDC.  The *ANNUAL* externalized 
costs of our transportation system exceed $400 Billion a year (Crashes, Emergency medical, 
Physical inactivity, and Asthma/air quality health costs--numbers from AAA Foundation and from 
CDC).  That is TEN times the rate of federal investment in transportation. European countries are 
performing routine HIAs on large projects.  (Netherlands, UK) 
 

·  Implement driver training to a national standard of "Due Care".  This requires drivers to yield to 
anything obstructing their path, even if that thing should be yielding right of way to the driver.  (UK) 

 
Of course, I think that we should also implement Mobility Education, which would require every driver 
education student--during driver education--should also be trained to ride on the street with a LAB bicycling 
Road 1 (now actually called Traffic Skills 101) course; should go through a transit planning course (MEF), 
and a pedestrian street audit (MEF), as well as a new technologies in transportation introduction.  And, these 
classes should be conducted so as to enable parents to be trained alongside their kids for no extra charge.   
 
The awareness of a multimodal system is so much greater in Europe. In the U.S., we have driving + 
alternatives.  Unless we change driver education, every kid will continue to believe that is the Transportation 
System here.  And, we'll continue to have only fragments of a system, not a connected multi-modal system. 
 
 
David Levinger, President, david@mobilityeducation.org 
The Mobility Education Foundation 
Seattle, WA, USA 
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Message from the United States of America  
 
 
Speed Mitigation (From (Germany, New Zealand, the N etherlands, Sweden). 
 
 
 The Obama Administration can learn a lot from other countries about speed mitigation. Traffic safety 
research supports the adage that "speed kills." In the SAFETEA-LU mandated State Highway Safety Plans, 
many states target "speeding" as a top priority. By understanding the difference between a focus on "speed" 
and a focus on "speeding," the incoming Federal leaders can have tremendous impact. From other countries 
that have cared to examine this issue, we can learn about effective and inspiring innovations 
 

·  Lower limits for residential areas.   Residential streets should have maximum speed limits of 20 
mph (presently states have minimum speed limits of 25 mph or 30 mph). (EUROPE) 

 
·  Due Care provision.  Implement driver training to a national standard of "Due Care".  This requires 

drivers to yield to anything obstructing their path, even if that thing should be yielding right of way to 
the driver.  (UK) 

 
·  Home Zones/Woonerven/Living Streets.   Programs should be launched in the U.S. to take back 

the streets and make them safe places for kids to play (again). (NETHERLANDS & UK) 
 

·  Enforcement should be at 3 mph over the limit, not 10 mph as is common across the 
country.   We presently provide this lenience meaning that the effective speed limit is 35 mph for a 
25 mph residential street.  LIDAR (Laser RADAR) accuracy enables 1 mph-over enforcement. 
(Scandinavia) 

 
·  Variable Speed Limits.   The M25 in London and highways in Sweden actually vary their speed 

limits for maximum flow and safety.  (Germany, New Zealand, the Netherlands, Sweden). 
 
 URL Ref:   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speed_limit#Variable_speed 
 
David Levinger ¡V david@mobilityeducation.org 
The Mobility Education Foundation ¡V www.mobilityeducation.org  
Seattle, WA, USA 
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B: Index  
 
I have placed this admittedly rather rough index here, fully aware of its limitations; however I feel that its 
principal usefulness is probably as a reminder of the breadth of coverage and comments that have come in 
response to the question concerning "What Lessons for America", when you see the name and the number 
of references that the admittedly rather patchy indexing software catches.. 
 
airport, 18 
alternative fuels, 46 
Australia, 7, 8, 52 
Automotive, 43 
benefit-cost, 15 
benefits, 7, 12, 13, 14, 17, 37, 52, 55, 59 
bicycles, 25, 42 
bicycling safety, 68 
bicycling safety certification, 68 
bicycling skills, 68 
bike, 16, 17, 34, 68 
bus 

buses, 7, 10, 17, 20, 25, 29, 32, 33, 34, 67 
Bus Rapid Transit 

BRT, 28 
business, 31, 42 
busway, 33 
Canada, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
car industry, 36, 43, 44 
carbon off-sets, 12 
carshare, 12 
carsharing, 16, 45 
child, 31 
China, 52 
choice, 16, 47, 51, 57 
civic, 15 
CO2, 36, 46, 53 
Colombia, 28 
communities, 15, 16, 49 
community, 12, 15, 29, 40, 49, 52, 55 
congestion, 7, 17, 28, 46, 57, 61 
cost-effective, 7, 36 
crisis, 44 
culture, 15, 48, 61 
cycle, 31, 36, 52 
cyclists, 9, 30, 31, 34, 52, 62 
dedicated, 25, 33, 51, 59 
density, 45, 65 
developing countries, 28, 42 
economics, 34 
education, 12, 37, 48, 50, 62, 63 
electronic payment, 41 
employees, 31, 49, 55, 61 
energy, 14, 27, 28, 36, 48, 58, 67 
enforcement, 63, 66 
Europe, 18, 26, 27, 34, 36, 48, 59, 63 
European, 18, 27, 30, 34, 36, 48, 51, 63 
exclusion, 15, 58 
fare, 26 
fatalities, 7 
feet, 16 
finance, 13 

footprint, 29 
France, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 45 
free, 31, 44, 46, 48, 49, 50, 61, 63 
freight, 7, 41, 60 
fuel, 7, 46, 49 
gap, 37 
gasoline, 37, 40, 48, 55 
Germany, 26, 27, 34, 35, 52, 66 
GHG, 12, 17, 67 
goods distribution, 46 
growth, 7, 16, 36, 43, 46 
haulage, 41 
health, 15, 43 
highway, 66 
household, 12, 37 
Iceland, 30, 31, 32 
incentive, 31, 55 
incentives, 12, 31, 46, 53, 61 
India, 33 
Indonesia/, 34 
infrastructure, 13, 14, 18, 25, 28, 37, 43, 46, 61, 

62, 67, 68 
integrated transportation planning, 34 
intercity, 18 
investment, 13, 20, 28, 47, 63 
Japan, 29, 42 
justice, 37 
land-use, 16, 34 
lifestyle, 12 
light rail, 18 
Living Streets , 66 
local government, 15, 64 
long-term, 12, 16 
low density, 48, 65 
marketing, 7, 15, 36 
media, 15, 49 
metro, 18, 45 
neighborhoods, 29 
networking, 30 
Norway, 30 
Obama, 7, 66 
office, 31 
oil, 7, 14, 44, 59 
parking, 17, 29, 31, 46, 47, 48, 52, 55, 61, 62, 68 
partnership, 25, 30, 49 
partnerships, 30 
pico y placa, 28 
plane, 32 
policing, 61 
policymakers, 19, 46 
pollution, 17, 34, 43, 52, 59, 61, 64 
poverty, 15 
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private, 15, 25, 27, 53, 55, 58, 67 
private car, 25 
psychology, 34 
public transit., 64 
public transport, 7, 26, 34, 44, 48 
rail, 7, 18, 26, 28, 34, 41, 45, 67 
railway, 32 
recycling, 12 
regional, 7, 15, 18 
revenue, 12, 17, 64, 67 
ride sharing, 12 
sacrifice, 17 
school, 31, 48, 50 
share, 17, 57 
share taxi, 29 
shortages, 7, 64 
short-distance, 42 
Singapore, 41, 43 
Slow, 7 
small-scale, 49 
sociology, 34 
spatial, 31 
speed, 7, 18, 26, 52, 57, 63, 66 
Speed Limits. , 66 
suburbs, 16, 65 
success, 15, 16, 40, 53 

sustainable, 7, 12, 25, 30, 34, 39, 42, 46, 50, 53, 
55, 58, 60, 67 

sustainable transportation, 12 
Sweden, 44, 45, 46, 66 
Switzerland, 47, 48, 63 
tax-free, 31, 61 
taxi, 17 
TDM, 31 
telecommuting, 12 
ticket, 26, 32, 48 
ticketing, 26 
Train, 16 
trams, 25, 48 
tramway, 25 
transit, 12, 13, 25, 48, 61, 63, 64 
Transportation demand management, 12 
Transportation Research Board, 14 
travel plan, 12 
travel time, 33 
trip planning, 12 
trucks, 7, 46 
value capture, 13 
VMT, 17, 40 
Walking, 16, 55 
women, 42 
workers, 15 
zero emission, 17 
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