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Kolkata: Old buses and trucks banned from city streets

(Is this really the way to go?)

The Bengal government has acted to implement the High Court's decision to

check road accidents and cut down pollution levels. Vehicles more than 15

years old to be taken off Kolkata's streets. Local environmentalists cheer.

World Streets is not quite so sure. The ban applies to about 2,500 buses, 500

mini buses and 6000 taxis, roughly one fourth of the total number in the city.

We invite discussion and updates. (Kindly read Comments below for more.)
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Pedal Power (to the People)

Pedal Power, a new Canadian film about the phenomenal growth of city cycling

produced by a Cogent/Benger Productions team under the direction of

Christopher Sumpton and will be viewed for the first time today, September

24th, on national television in Canada (http://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/ ,

8pm). Repeating:Friday September 25, 2009 at 10 pm ET/PT on CBC

Newsworld.
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Honk! Concepts Run Wild at Dutch-American Bike Slam
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Remember our New York and Dutch friends and their New Amsterdam Bike Slam and

invitational event announcement and article of 19 August (newamsterdambikeslam.org)? Well

they did it and the following article from today’s New York Times tells the story.
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Bogotá's Ghost Bike

Nicole Cañón, a 10-year old student on her bike ride to school, was run over by

a bus and, when thrown to the street, was killed by a taxi. As if this were not

enough, both drivers of bus and taxi escaped, leaving the child on her deathbed

with no one to take responsibility.
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"A gasoline tax is win, win, win, win, win — with no uncertainty at all."

These are the words of Thomas Friedman, and while we do not need to follow him exactly down

his favorite (inevitable) "high tech will save us all" energy trail, they are sufficiently pithy, timely

and to the point that they are worth a scan in our context here. (Appears here especially for our

non-US readers to give them a taste of the present level of the debate in the US, which as the

illustration shows is something really worth weeping about.)
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Sustainable transportation? Needs you pushing (Chapter 1)
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