MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE LARGE CITIES
CLIMATE LEADERSHIP GROUP AND THE WILLIAM J CLINTON
FOUNDATION

Background

Urban areas account for well over 75% of total greenhouse gas emissions. Reducing these
emissions through greater energy efficiency and the use of cleaner energy sources can
therefore make a huge difference in arresting global warming and the attendant calamities
it can bring.

The Large Cities Climate Leadership Group is an association of large cities dedicated
to tackling climate change. Its purpose is to accelerate greenhouse gas emissions
reductions in participating cities and so provide leadership to cities and governments
worldwide. It was established by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of London and came
together for a first summit in London in October 2005. The summit agreed a
communiqué (attached) which set out the basis for a program of collaborative activities.

The overall approach of the group is directed by a general meeting of member Mayors,
who will meet at summits every 12 to 24 months. In between summits, a steering group
of Mayoral representatives, coordinated through a small support unit based in London,
will meet to agree the content of the Group’s programs, organize future summits and
agree other business of the Group. The support unit will be responsible for the
administrative functions associated with the Group, but will not be involved in
implementing programs.

The Group intends to expand its membership over time, though the members intend to
remain a small association of large and leading cities. The Group will also invite a select
group of innovative cities to contribute in an advisory capacity to its work.

The William J. Clinton Foundation has recently organized the Clinton Foundation
Climate Initiative (CCI) to help address issues of global warming. President Clinton has
long been concerned about global warming and climate change is a major focus of the
Clinton Global Initiative that meets every September in New York. Now the Foundation
will undertake direct action to help address this global crisis.

The Clinton Foundation has achieved success in helping to organize a global response to
the AIDS pandemic. The Foundation created a global purchasing consortium that has cut
the prices of AIDS drugs and tests by 50-80%. The Foundation has also organized direct,
on-the-ground technical assistance to the governments of 23 countries to develop and
implement AIDS care and treatment plans and general assistance in procurement to an
additional 22 countries that are part of its consortium. The Foundation, in partnership
with governments and leading research institutions also provides operations research and
information exchange vehicles for national AIDS programs.






