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Dedication: To Jane Jacobs, 1916 - 2006
Activist, author, citizen, example. Not to be forgotten.

Mrs. Jane Jacobs, who with her great path-
breaking book The Death and Life of 
Great American Cities-- and through 
the years of work and daily life example 
which followed -- almost single-
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which followed -- almost single-
handedly pioneered new thinking about 
our cites and the ways in which we 
shape them through our transportation 
arrangements. With her eyes as always 
wide open she reminded us . . . 

See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Jacobs



“How can you know what to try with traffic until . . .”

"Automobiles are often conveniently tagged as the villains responsible 
for the ills of cities and the disappointments and futilities of city 

planning. But the destructive effects of automobiles are much less a 
cause than a symptom of our incompetence at city building. The simple 
needs of automobiles are more easily understood and satisfied than the 

complex needs of cities, and a growing number of planners and 
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complex needs of cities, and a growing number of planners and 
designers have come to believe that if they can only solve the problems 

of traffic, they will thereby have solved the major problems of cities. 
Cities have much more intricate economic and social concerns than 

automobile traffic. How can you know what to try with traffic until you 
know how the city itself works, and what else it needs to do with its 

streets? You can't."
- Jane Jacobs, Death and Life of Great American Cities , 1961



Old Mobility:
Elephant in the BedroomElephant in the Bedroom



Elephant in the bedroom? (Start here!)

Elephant? Bedroom? 

It’s simple matter of geometry. 

All you have to do is stand back and look.

You see, cars just don’t fit in modern cities.  
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We have to make a choice. One or the other. 

But most definitely not both.

PS. Until very recently the elephant was 
giving no signs of leaving.  Hmm.



Let’s define our terms
1. Sustainable transportation:

Sure. Terrific phrase! Comes up all the time. The deal is that it tells us mainly what notto do. 
Not a lot of concrete answers that we can work with though to make the needed changes. But it 
does help us to start to ask the right questions. Thanks.

2. New Mobility Agenda:
New Mobility is the “other side of the coin” of sustainable transportation.  Developed over the 
last two decades to provide a step by step path for a multi-level, integrated, city-wide strategy 
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last two decades to provide a step by step path for a multi-level, integrated, city-wide strategy 
for on-street change. The result of the work of thousands of planners, groups, individual citizens 
and cities around the world working on the leading edge. 

3. Local government:
Without a doubt the key to the change agenda. But mayors and city councils have many other 
things on their mind and the new mobility concepts and the planning and implementation 
procedures behind them are very different from their past experience and methods. Nonetheless, 
New Mobility starts here.

4. Old Mobility:
But first we have to understand where we are today, how we got there, and where all that we are 
doing (or failing to do) is leading us. Let’s have a look. .. 



Old mobility 101. Welcome.

We can have a city that is very friendly to cars. . .
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- Enrique Peñalosa, former mayor of Bogotá Columbia 

-Co-winner of 2000 Stockholm Environment Award

Heavy traffic in Phoenix, Arizona, USA. 23 Jan. 2007



Recognize this?

We can have a city that is very friendly to cars. 
Or a city that is very friendly to people.  
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Or a city that is very friendly to people.  

- Enrique Peñalosa, former mayor of Bogotá Columbia 

-Co-winner of 2000 Stockholm Environment Award

Waiting for a bus in London, England.



And this?

We can have a city that is very friendly to cars. 
Or a city that is very friendly to people.
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Or a city that is very friendly to people.
But we cannot have both.

- Enrique Peñalosa, former mayor of Bogotá Columbia 

-Co-winner of 2000 Stockholm Environment Award

Traffic and mobility: NYC, Paris, London, Copenhagen
At http://www.contestedstreets.com/trailer.html



Old mobility out of control

- As per Houston Texas, USA.
(But it just might be your city)
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(But it just might be your city)

-

“Adequate” parking provision to support Old Mobility.



Our homes and neighborhoods

“How can you know what to try 
with traffic, until you know 

how the city itself works . . . “
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how the city itself works . . . “

- Jane Jacobs, “Death and Life”

Urban dereliction – One more road fatality.



And finally . . . 

Before you change the architecture of your city, 
you first have to do something about 
the architecture of your mind.
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the architecture of your mind.

Our children
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So after all that, what isOld Mobility?

� Old Mobility is above all a state of mind . . . 
� Plus, it’s the only mobility that most of us know.
� The one where everyone is supposed to have a car
� And most of what we do in the sector is supposed to work for the car

But there you are stuck in traffic . . . again
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� But there you are stuck in traffic . . . again
� Or waiting for that damn bus in the rain. . . again
� And yes, they keep promising improvements, keep on building and keep 

on taking our hard-earned taxpayer money to do it . . .  but it only gets 
worse every year.  Again!

� And – and this is new – it is wrecking our planet. Truly!
� I dunno . . .  suppose we might have a problem?


